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Partners Meeting 1965

The Greenbrier is in the West Virginia hills about 200 miles southwest of Washington, D. C. Above: (I. to r.) Harry R. Weyrich (Cincinnati), Dorothy
Koelbel (Boston), and Sally Johnson (Omaha) on their way to lunch at the clubhouse. Below: John W. Queenan with David Rae Smith of London (r.)
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Above: Business sessions found attentive audiences. Opposite:
Athletics were a well-favored free-time activity. Above: Horseshoe
pitchers from Miami and Orlando: (I. to r.) Conrad G. Demro, Earl L.
Henrichs, Allen Tomlinson. Below: Golfers Frank and Dorothy
McClelland (Houston) and Bill and Joan Mansfield (Denver) putt
out on the 18th green on day of arrival. Winners respectively of low
gross and low net in Wednesday's golf tournaments: Men's, Wayne
Williamson (Paris) and Howard Reuter (Los Angeles); Women's,
Penny Goodsill (New Haven) and Dorothy Pasch (Honolulu).
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The past year marked Haskins & Sells'
70th anniversary. On March 4, 1895 the
founding partners had published an announcement saying "We offer our services ... to make periodical and special
examinations of accounts and records,
investigations of affairs, reports and
certificates and to introduce simple and
efficient methods of accounting."
Times have changed: present-day
ethics would never permit such an announcement; taxes that now bulk so
large were not then worth mentioning;
and the scope and complexity of our
work has increased. But the fundamental concept of service remains to
this day.
In a very real and direct sense, the
275 partners congregated for their 1965
annual meeting were rededicating the
Firm to this concept of service. Only 23
partners were unable to be present.
The meeting was held on September
6 to 9 at The Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. Besides
the United States partners a number of
partners of Deloitte, Plender, Haskins
& Sells from Canada and overseas were
invited guests. In attendance, too, were
the wives of partners, following a custom, begun in 1952, that every four or
five years these ladies who contribute
so much behind the scenes to the Firm's
success should come together and share
the purposes of the meeting. These purposes recognize the need, in an organization as far-flung as ours, for renewing in a personal way the trust and
friendship which are the essence of
partnership. How necessary this is can
be seen in the fact that, through growth
of the Firm, 75 per cent of the partners
present were not at the meeting 13
years ago.
There were many sides to the meeting. Business sessions occupied much
of the time on Tuesday and Thursday.
John Queenan traced the operations
and growth of the Firm during the past
year and took particular note of two
things: the increasingly international
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character of our practice, which requires each of us to have an international outlook; and transfers between
offices, which are a natural preparation for and responsibility of partnership. Other speakers discussed such subjects as AICPA activities and developments in the SEC. One two-hour presentation was of a case study in management information systems. Throughout,
partners found time to put their heads
together on such things as serving
clients in participating engagements,
experiences in tax matters, daily problems of administering their offices.
The social side of the meeting was
made doubly pleasant by the ladies'
presence. In addition to gracing receptions, dinners, and dance floor they contributed four quite special efforts. One
of these was by a chorus of 30 ladies
from 24 offices who, with hardly more
than an hour of rehearsal on the day of
arrival, presented two recitals of popular songs, several of which had words
on H&S themes dubbed in for the occasion. If the rehearsal time was short
there was much advance planning in
choice of songs and composing lyrics.
One song was specially composed by an
officer of a Dayton client.
The other three efforts also took
much advance planning. One was a
300-page "Honey n Spice" cookbook
of the wives' favorite recipes, and their
pictures, all brought together, typed,
and multilithed by the Chicago Office.
Another was an exhibit (with 61 partners and wives exhibitors) of hobbies
ranging from woodworking and knitting
to such exotic things as "seaweed craft"
and "liquid embroidery." And finally,
the ladies brought with them 43 table
centerpieces they had designed to symbolize the parts of the country and of
the world where our practice is conducted. After the luncheon the designs
were put on display and winners chosen.
Above: Paintings by partners' wives get
critical appraisals at hobby exhibit. Middle: Early morning arrival and registration
occasion a pre-breakfast snack. Below:
The centerpiece they have assembled
tells these ladies' home city (I. to r.) Alice
Chetkovich, Esther Whitehead and Nancy
Coit.
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